MEETING MINUTES
Atherton Middlefield Road Bicycle Lane Improvements – Public Meeting
Date:
Time:
Location:

October 2, 2017
4:00 pm ‐ 6:00 pm
94 Ashfield Road, Atherton, CA

Presenters:

Nadia Bosan, Interwest Consulting Group
Karsten Adam, Mark Thomas
Joe Streeper, Mark Thomas

The following discussion items are not meant to be verbatim. The intent is to represent what was
generally discussed at the meeting. If the information presented herein is in error, please e‐mail
jstreeper@markthomas.com comments as soon as possible.
I.

Welcome/Introductions
o
o
o

II.

Nadia welcomed the community and provided a
summary of the project
Approximately 6 people from the community
attended
5 people signed in on a sheet that was provided

Project Presentation with Q&A
o

Nadia presented the project using PowerPoint on
two monitors, and referring to two large project
exhibits displayed on easels.

o

The project limits are along Middlefield Road from
Jennings Lane to Ravenswood Avenue (at City
Boundary with Menlo Park). Comments below
presented in italics:

o

At Middlefield northbound – we would like a green
bike box at Ravenswood, also potentially one
southbound at Ringwood.

1
o
f
5

o

Can we add a sign to use pedestrian path crossing
Middlefield on Oak Grove? This is a little scary to
cross by bike.

o

Oak Grove was kind of a kludge.
The Oak Grove project was anticipating our project. A
bike box might be added if City Council approves it,
but previously Council recommended to remove bike
boxes.

o

How will asphalt be widened?
It varies – as an example, near James is a 3’ widening
from the edge of the existing pavement. This has no
impact to trees.

o

We have a concern at James gate: There is no
crosswalk. Residents try to keep kids from crossing
here. Can we add signs saying not to cross?
Nearest existing crosswalk is 500’ to the north at
Watkins, existing conditions along James make it
difficult to add receiving locations for crosswalks
across Middlefield at this location.

o

We have a concern for the number of children who are
not advanced bikers.
Education can help. This may be done twice a year by
the school.

o

For the Menlo‐Atherton High School (M‐A) school
expansion, they committed to providing
bike/pedestrian education, but it really hasn’t
happened yet.
Town will correspond with school to notify them of
this concern.

o

Is there any plan to improve the dirt path?
The current plan does not include this type of
improvement. We could consider an improvement
that includes decomposed granite (DG), but the Town
of Atherton has traditionally preferred a “rural” feel.
It was suggested for the resident to advocate for this
at the next City Council Meeting.

o

A 2‐stage queue seems unconventional.
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o

Resident asked about potential consideration of bicycle
signal heads.

o

Drivers can sometimes not understand “new” types of
striping. The community has observed drivers not
following/understanding the striping. We need
education. These might help: fliers, invitations to the
town to educational opportunities, newsletter updates
in The Almanac, and input from the bike committee.

o

Have you considered signal phasing for pedestrian only
scramble phase during peak hours? Good places for
this would be: Menlo‐Atherton High School, Oak
Grove.

o

There are lots of fast cars. Like the proposed
improvements along Middlefield at Marsh.

o

The area at Lindenwood can be dicey.

o

What is the posted speed limit? There are 2 posted
speed limits on the corridor: 30 mph and 35 mph to the
south of Ringwood.

o

Proposed Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacon (RRFB) at
Glenwood discussed, in‐roadway beacons don’t last as
long as those mounted on signs.

o

Is there more chance for input?
Yes – the community can attend City Council Meetings
or send an email to the Town (Project Manager Nadia
or City Engineer Marty Hanneman)

o

How do you get from Ringwood to Ravenswood?
o Lots of traffic in this area
o Sharrows: may not suffice
o 2‐stage queue? Bike box? (We prefer a bike
box)
o AM/PM kids getting out of M‐A
o Bike commuters use this area – lots of them
commute to/from Menlo Park Train Station
o Add direct connection from M‐A across
Middlefield to westbound Ravenswood.
o Bikes need to pull into traffic
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o

o
o

III.

Project limits may be smaller than ideal
The project currently doesn’t address limits
beyond Middlefield Road or extend into
Menlo Park.
We need to discourage people cutting through
Lindenwood
Part of area is into Menlo Park

o

Who goes first for these bike improvements, Menlo
Park or Atherton?
Menlo Park is scheduled to go first. Atherton will need
to coordinate with Menlo Park

o

Parents want kids to ride off the roadway, behind the
trees and away from traffic. Consider buffered bike
lanes from Encinal to Oak Grove.

o

Bike box vs. sharrows?
o “sharrows are useless”
o Bike box seems like the best
o Need to see what Menlo Park is doing
o Much traffic is from Menlo Park

Schedule
o
o
o

The next steps are “design” phases where the project
will be further refined.
Design continues through May 2018
Construction would occur in the Summer of 2018
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IV.

End of Presentation
o The community had an additional opportunity to
ask further questions one‐on‐one with the
presenters.
o The Community was invited to place comments
on the project display boards

Post‐it Notes (placed by community attendees)







Slow down speed limit
Oak Grove ‐ Change light signal to make it only for peds/bikes.
Scramble style.
Better signage/crossing for bikes crossing Middlefield at Oak Grove
from multi‐use path.
Ringwood/Ravenswood needs better bike exit at Ravenswood for
M‐A kids heading west on Ravenswood.
Address Ringwood to Ravenswood bike commute and reverse
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