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Atherton City Council may go to
voters for Civic Center project
Voters may be asked to repeal Measure L, which
may not be binding anyway

John Orr / Daily News Atherton Town Hall, which houses the town
council chambers, would be the only on of the Town Center’s existing
buildings to be spared in the expected redesign of the facility. Seen in
a photograph made on Tuesday, March 31, 2015, it was built in 1928
as the town’s ﬁrst police station.
By JOHN ORR | jorr@bayareanewsgroup.com |
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The Atherton City Council has a busy agenda for its Feb. 15 meeting, including
the likely approval of the Civic Center project “100 percent design plans” and
the cost estimate for the project.
Once the design plans are approved, the next step will be construction plans.
While the cost estimate was not available at deadline, City Manager George
Rodericks estimated the project cost for the town’s part of the Civic Center
would be approximately $21.8 million. Atherton Library’s part of the project is
already fully funded.
The town has operated in seeking funding under the wishes of 2012’s Measure L,
which said that the center should be paid for primarily from donations and other
sources, not from general or parcel tax funds.
But at the City Council’s Feb. 1 study session, City Attorney Bill Conners said
that a 2016 ruling by the California Supreme Court makes it appear that Measure
L isn’t binding.
“It is my opinion that Measure L is, in fact, not binding, never was binding and
cannot be binding,” said Connors.
That court ruling, he explained, said that measures put on the ballot by a
legislative body must either be in the form of an ordinance, or law, to be
binding. Measure L was an advisory measure, not an ordinance. Which would
mean a special election would not be needed to overrule Measure L.
But the City Council, in discussion on Feb. 1, generally agreed that a ballot
measure would still be the right way to approach the issue with town residents.
Council members Rick DeGolia and Cary Wiest formed a subcommittee to work
on the language of a ballot measure, which will be considered on Feb. 15.
The City Council and staff have worked out a funding plan for the Civic Center
project that almost fully covers its costs, using funds already in hand, as well as
expected money from the state’s Educational Revenue Augmentation Funds.
There is a gap of an estimated $2 million to $3 million that Rodericks said could
be covered in various ways, including by possible donations, or by a bank loan.
The City Council has indicated no new project-specific taxes would be created
for the project.
Other issues to be considered on Feb. 15 include picking an LED street-light
design for the town’s replacement project; the introduction of the town’s
proposed drone ordinance; an amendment to the Bicycle and Pedestrian Master
Plan; and the mid-year budget report.
The City Council is to meet at 7 p.m. on Feb. 15 in the town’s council chambers,
94 Ashfield Road, Atherton.
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