DATE:

FOR THE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING OF AUGUST 24, 2016

TO:

THE PLANNING COMMISSION

FROM:

STEPHANIE DAVIS, AICP, SENIOR PLANNER

SUBJECT:

HERITAGE TREE REMOVAL PERMIT TO ALLOW THE REMOVAL OF
FIVE (5) HERITAGE TREES AT 207 STOCKBRIDGE AVENUE (APN 070022-310)

RECOMMENDATION:
Staff recommends that the Planning Commission conduct the public hearing, and approve the
Heritage Tree Removal Permit for the removal of five heritage Eucalyptus (Blue gum) trees; one
62.6” eucalyptus (Tree #2), one 36.6” eucalyptus (Tree #3), one 36.4” eucalyptus (Tree #4), one 39.3”
eucalyptus (Tree #31), and one 23.5” eucalyptus (Tree #32) at 207 Stockbridge Avenue in Atherton
based on the following finding and for the reasons outlined in this Report.
1.

The removal of the trees would not be contrary to the purpose and intent of the Atherton
General Plan.
Basis for finding: The five trees requested for removal are not in substantive declining health.
However, due to their non-native, species tendencies, large sizes, and lateral lean, do present
a risk to both the property and public. The removal of the heritage trees, in combination with
the proposed replanting plan of at total of 10 new, native redwood trees 24 gallon in size,
combined with the existing trees and vegetation retained on the property would not be
contrary to the purpose and intent of the general plan.

BACKGROUND:
The site at 270 Stockbridge is a corner lot approximately 1.3 acres in area on a flat, heavily vegetated
lot with approved plans to construct a new main residence and two accessory buildings. There is a
total of 32 trees on-site. In June 2016, the Town Arborist approved the removal of one heritage
Eucalyptus tree which was determined dead or dangerous. Following such, an application was
submitted for the additional removal of five more Eucalyptus tree, which are located outside the
allowable buildable area of the main residence. Two of the Eucalyptus trees (#31 and #32) are located
immediately adjacent to each other along the southwest corner of the property near the Stockbridge
Avenue intersection. The remaining three trees (#2, #3, #4) are located farther north along
Stockbridge Avenue within the public right-of-way. None of these three trees were determined dead
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or dangerous by the Town Arborist, thus was referred to the Planning Commission for consideration
of removal per the provisions of the Town’s Heritage Tree Ordinance.
ANALYSIS:
The applicant is requesting the removal of five heritage trees; one 62.6” eucalyptus (Tree #2), one
36.6” eucalyptus (Tree #3), one 36.4” eucalyptus (Tree #4), one 39.3” eucalyptus (Tree #31), and
one 23.5” eucalyptus (Tree #32). The applicant had an arborist report prepared by McClenahan
Consulting in August 2015 (Attachment 3), as well as a supplementary tree risk Assessment prepared
by Deborah Ellis in April 2016 (Attachment 4) which assessed the risk of Trees #31 and #32. The
arborist report states the condition of Trees #2-#4 and #31 as poor to fair, while Tree #32 is noted as
poor. The supplementary Risk Assessment concludes that the Trees #2-4 present moderate risk for
potential of falling that could injure pedestrians, vehicles or others within the public right-of-way, as
well as individuals within the private property boundaries. The applicant’s letter of request
(Attachment 5) states that these two trees pose a similar threat due to their location, size, and
condition.
Ms. Sally Bentz, Town Arborist has prepared a memo based on her review of the Heritage Tree
Removal Permit request, the applicant’s submitted arborist report and tree risk assessment report, as
well as several site inspections (Attachment 2). Ms. Bentz notes that these types of trees are noted to
have structural issues and limb drop, with heavy lateral limbs the cause of most tree failures. The
three trees located in the right-of-way, inhibit pedestrians to walk, have had limbs fall onto
Stockbridge Avenue and whose roots are causing lift at both the roadway and private driveway. An
email of support for removal of the trees was received from the adjacent neighbor across the street at
1200 Stockbridge Avenue (Attachment 7, Email of Support from 1200 Stockbridge, August 14,
2016). Additionally, feedback was received from a neighboring property owner at 515 Rutherford
Avenue, Redwood City stating her support for the tree removal due to safety concerns with the trees
and that similar trees on her property recently fell on her residence causing damage and requiring the
family to temporarily move out of their home.
The applicants have proposed a replanting plan that includes 10 new, 24- box native Redwood trees.
It is the opinion of the Town Arborist that the replanting of 10, 24- box native Redwood trees along
the eastern property line facing Stockbridge Avenue adequately meets the required finding to consider
approval of the tree removal request. This recommendation has been incorporated into the Draft Tree
Removal Certificate (Attachment 1). As such, staff is recommending approval of the application.
CONCLUSION:
To grant a Heritage Tree Removal Permit, the Planning Commission must find that the removal of
the trees would not be contrary to the purpose and intent of the Atherton General Plan. The Open
Space and Conservation Element of the General Plan cites that “trees shall be preserved to the
maximum extent feasible while allowing for construction within established parameters for setbacks
and lot coverage in accordance with the Municipal Code chapter regulating the removal of and
damage to heritage trees.” As indicated above, all five eucalyptus trees appear to exhibit existing
dangerous conditions. Their removal would have a significant visual impact from the street, however
the proposed replacement trees of native species would eventually mitigate this visual impact.
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Eucalyptus trees are not on the recommended list of replacement trees to be planted in Town, per
Chapter 8.10 “Removal and Damage of Heritage Trees” of the Town Municipal Code. For these
reasons Staff is recommending approval of the Heritage Tree Removal request.

ALTERNATIVE:
The Commission could deny removal of the one, two, three, four or all of the heritage eucalyptus
trees as requested by the applicant.
FISCAL IMPACT:
The applicants pay for all costs covering the processing of this application.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT:
This project has been determined to be exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) as the City Council has determined that the removal of five or fewer heritage trees on lots
greater than one acre and less than two acres is exempt from further environmental review.
RECOMMENDED FORMAL MOTION:
I move that the Planning Commission find that the proposed removal of five heritage trees at 207
Stockbridge Avenue in Atherton would not be contrary to the purpose and intent of the General Plan,
for the reasons outlined in the Staff Report, and that the Commission approve the tree removals with
the conditions stated in the Draft Heritage Tree Removal Certificate.

/s/ Stephanie Davis________________
Stephanie Davis, AICP, Senior Planner
Attachments:
1. Draft Tree Removal Certificate
2. Town Arborist Memo, prepared by Sally Bentz, dated July 8, 2016
3. Arborist Report, prepared by McClenahan Consulting in August 2015, dated June 28, 2016
4. Tree Risk Assessment prepared by Deborah Ellis in April 2016, dated June 28, 2016
5. Letter of Request, dated June 28, 2016
6. Proposed Plans, dated June 28, 2016
7. Email of Support From 1200 Stockbridge, August 14, 2016

Town of Atherton
Planning Department
91 Ashfield Road
Atherton, California 94027
Phone: (650) 752-0544
Fax: (650) 614-1224
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

draft
TOWN OF ATHERTON
PLANNING COMMISSION
HERITAGE TREE REMOVAL CERTIFICATE
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT the Atherton Planning Commission at a regular meeting
thereof, held on Wednesday, August 24, 2016 did grant a Heritage Tree Removal Permit to John
and Andrea Hennessy per Atherton Municipal Code Section 8.10 to allow the removal of five
Eucalyptus (Blue Gum) trees at 207 Stockbridge Avenue in Atherton (Assessor’s Parcel Number
070-022-310). The Permit was approved subject to the following conditions:

1. Tree removal shall be limited to trees #2, #3, #4, #31 and #32 identified on the site plan
prepared by Pacific Peninsula Architecture dated June 28, 2016 and as reviewed by the
Planning Commission on August 24, 2016.
2. The applicant shall install 10, 24” box size native Redwood trees or other equivalent
native replacement trees to the satisfaction of the Town Arborist prior to the finaling of
the main residence on the site (BP15-00857).
3. If no action has been taken on this permit in one year, the Heritage Tree Removal Permit
shall become null and void.

Lisa Costa Sanders
Town Planner
Effective Date: _
___
Atherton, CA

Memo
To:

The Atherton Planning Commission

From:

Sally D Bentz, Town Arborist

CC:

Lisa Costa-Sanders – Planning Director

Date:

07/08/2016

Re:

Heritage Tree Removal Permit Application, 207 Stockbridge Ave

_________________________________________
_________________________________________
______________________________

I have reviewed the heritage trees at 207 Stockbridge Ave and offer the following observations and
recommendation for your review:
I was called out to take a look at the four large Blue Gum Eucalyptus (Eucalyptus globulus) in the right
of way, late 2015. On June 27th, 2016 the applicant applied and I approved tree #1 due to the tree
having multiple defects. I referred the resident and contractor to the Planning Commission based on the
conclusion I did not feel the rest of the trees were dead or dangerous.
The applicant wishes to remove tree #2-4 (in the right of way) and tree #31 and 32 on private property.
All the trees are clearly visible from the street.
Eucalyptus globulus are non-native to California. They are native to Tasmani and Australia. The
Eucalyptus provide great habitat for birds. The trees at 207 Stockbridge are large mature trees and
seem to be handling the drought well. In urban areas Eucalyptus are not as much of a concern for a fire
hazard. It is in areas like East Bay hills, Los Alto Hills and Woodside that are more wooded and
forested areas that fire can spread more easily. Because the trees are mature and large on average 85’
tall, if removed they will take away from the street scape. Mature large trees provide many eco system
benefits.
Below are the reasons the applicant would like to remove the trees:





The Town of Atherton municipal code recommends against planting Eucalyptus
Eucalyptus are a fire hazard
Structural issues- based on species
Potential limb drop and could fail and fall

A tree that is on the not recommended list doesn’t mean existing trees should be removed. Eucalyptus
are known to have structural issues and limb drop. Heavy lateral limbs cause most failures. The trees
located in the right of way are not allowing space to walk. Limbs have fallen into the road and the trees
roots are lifting the roadway and driveway.
The applicant plans to plant 10-24” Redwood box trees on the North side of the property along
Stockbridge on private property. A plan to plant in the Right of Way has not been submitted. If the
Planning Commission approves the trees for removal, then the standard 3-15 gallon, 2-24” or 1-15
gallon + 1-36” box tree per removal is required for replacement. The applicant is open to replanting 1024” box Redwood trees. This meets the minimum requirement.

My recommendation is to allow the removal of the five Heritage Eucalyptus trees. The trees are nonnative and because of their size and heavy laterals do present a risk to heavily used Stockbridge Ave. It
is unsafe to walk in the street and are causing damage to the site. The applicant is willing to replant 10
Redwood trees that will eventually fill in the gap from the loss of the large Eucalyptus. If approved the
10 Redwood trees would need to be planted prior to the final of the new house.
The information included in this memo is believed to be true and based on sound arboricultural
principles and practices.

Sincerely,

Sally Bentz
Town Arborist
Certified Arborist
WE#9238AM

Stephanie Bertollo-Davis
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

WILLIAM A MCDONALD <bill@walter-mcdonald.com>
Sunday, August 14, 2016 11:02 AM
Stephanie Bertollo-Davis
Tree Removal 207 Stockbridge

Dear Ms. Davis,
I own the property directly across the street from 207 Stockbridge at 1200 Stockbridge. I grew up in this house and have
had extensive experience with the eucalyptus trees that are between our two properties.
I am 100% in favor of removing all of the eucalyptus trees. They are dirty trees in that the bark in large pieces litter the
ground. The nature of the tree prevents any other landscaping to be planted beneath them. A much more athletically
pleasing landscape of the area is only possible if the trees are removed.
Please approve the removal of the eucalyptus trees.
I am sorry I cannot attend the meeting on August 24th but I hope my opinion will be considered none the less.
Sincerely,
William McDonald
(650) 678-5517
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