DATE:

PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING OF JULY 27, 2016

TO:

THE PLANNING COMMISSION

FROM:

NEAL MARTIN, PLANNING CONSULTANT

SUBJECT:

REQUEST FOR THE REMOVAL OF THREE HERITAGE TREES AT 70
STERN LANE (APN 070-170-050)

RECOMMENDATION:
For the reasons outlined in this staff report, Planning Staff recommends that the Planning
Commission conduct the public hearing and approve the Heritage Tree Removal Permit to allow
for the removal of three Deodar Cedar Trees at 70 Stern Lane based on the following finding;
1.

The removal of the three Deodar Cedar trees would not be contrary to the purpose and
intent of the Atherton General Plan.
Basis for finding: The removal of the three Deodar Cedar heritage trees, Tree #35, #36,
and #37, in combination with a replanting plan and additional site landscaping, would
not be contrary to the purpose and intent of the general plan due to the enhanced
replanting requirements, maintenance of existing heritage trees on site, and long term
benefit of establishing more native species on site.

INTRODUCTION:
The subject site at 70 Stern Lane is an interior lot containing approximately 44,625 square feet
(1.02 acres) in area. The site currently contains a two-story residence and several accessory
structures.
The property is surrounded by single-family residences and located within the R1-A zoning
district. The three Deodar Cedars proposed for removal are located at the right front of the
property. The property also contains twelve other heritage trees including Coast live oaks and
Coast Redwoods along the sides and rear of the site.
ANALYSIS:
The applicant is requesting Planning Commission consideration of the removal of three Deodar
Cedar heritage trees. The three trees are located in a cluster at the right, front of the site between
the circular entry drive and the Stern Lane pavement. The applicant indicates that the three Cedars
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“… are over mature and in decline.” The applicant is proposing to replace the three Cedars with
thirteen mature Maidenhair Trees, Ginkgo biloba, at both 48 inch and 60 inch box size. The
replacement trees are all proposed to be planned in front of the main house.
Ms. Sally Bentz, Town Arborist, has visited the site and prepared a memo (attached) based on her
review of the Heritage Tree Removal request, the applicant’s submitted arborist report, as well as
a site inspection. Based on her review, Ms. Bentz notes that there are many Deodar Cedars in
Atherton and have handled the drought. They are evergreen trees and have low amounts of pests
and diseases. These specific trees are very visible from the street and removal of the trees would
have a visual impact on the street. Ms. Bentz does not recommend removing the three tall Cedar
trees that are seen from the street and to be removed for new landscaping. She notes that new
landscaping can be installed around the Cedars and when the trees reach full maturity or decline,
new landscaping can be filled in.
The applicant has submitted a preliminary landscape plan (attached) showing multiple landscape
improvements on the site including 13 Ginkgo biloba, 12 Wilsonii Olive trees and 5 Coast Live
Oak trees
CONCLUSION
To grant a Heritage Tree Removal Permit, the Planning Commission must find that the removal
of the trees would not be contrary to the purpose and intent of the Atherton General Plan. The
Open Space and Conservation Element of the General Plan cites that “trees shall be preserved to
the maximum extent feasible while allowing for construction within established parameters for
setbacks and lot coverage in accordance with the Municipal Code chapter regulating the removal
of and damage to heritage trees.” As indicated above, existing Deodar Cedar trees do not appear
to be dangerous, there removal would have a significant visual impact from the street, the proposed
replacement trees are slow growing and would take some time to reach full maturity. For these
reasons Staff is recommending denial of the Heritage Tree Removal request.
ALTERNATIVES:
The Planning Commission could approve, or modify the request.
FISCAL IMPACT:
All costs covering the processing of this application are paid for by the applicants.
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT:
This project has been determined to be exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) as the City Council has determined that the removal of five or fewer heritage trees on a
lot between one – two acres in size is exempt from further environmental review.
RECOMMENDED FORMAL MOTION:
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I move that the Planning Commission find that the proposed removal of three heritage trees at 70
Stern Lane in Atherton would be contrary to the purpose and intent of the General Plan, for the
reasons outlined in the Staff Report, and that the Commission deny the tree removal.

/s/ Neal Martin __________________
Neal Martin, Planning Consultant

STOPPED HERE
Attachments:
1.
Draft Heritage Tree Removal Certificate
2.
Letter of Request & Photos of Existing Trees
3.
Town Arborist Memo, prepared by Ms. Sally Bentz, dated June 27, 2016
4.
Applicant’s Submitted Arborist report, prepared by John H. McClenahan of McClenahan
Consulting, LLC, Certified Arborist, dated April 4, 2016
5.
Proposed Tree Removal Plans and Landscape Plan

Town of Athe
Planning Depar
91 Ashfield
Atherton, California

________________________________________________________________________________________________________

TOWN OF ATHERTON
PLANNING COMMISSION
Draft HERITAGE TREE REMOVAL PERMIT
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT the Atherton Planning Commission at a regular meeting
thereof, held on Wednesday, July 27, 2016 did grant a Heritage Tree Removal Permit to Bernard
Trainor & Associates on behalf of 70 Stern lane LLC, pursuant to Atherton Municipal Code
Section 8.10 to allow the removal of three Deodar Cedar trees at 70 Stern Lane in Atherton
(Assessor’s Parcel Number 070-170-050). The Permit was approved subject to the following
conditions:

1. Heritage tree removal shall be limited to three Deodar Cedar trees located in the front yard
as shown on the Tree Removal and Landscape Plan dated March 30, 2016 and April 19,
2016, and as reviewed by the Planning Commission at its July 27, 2016 meeting. Any
substantive changes to the plans shall be reviewed by the Planning Commission.
2. The applicant shall plant five (5) Coast Live Oak trees as replacement trees for the three
trees removed subject to the satisfaction of the Town Arborist. In addition, the applicant
shall implement the Landscape Plan which includes 13 Ginkgo biloba and 12 Wilsonii
Olive trees for landscape screening.
3. This Permit is valid from one year from the effective date.

Lisa Costa Sanders
Town Planner
Effective Date: _
___
Atherton, CA

