Item No. 21
Town of Atherton

CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – REGULAR AGENDA
TO:

HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

FROM:

GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER
THERESA N. DELLASANTA, CITY CLERK

DATE:

JULY 15, 2015

SUBJECT:

COMMITTEE VACANCIES
APPOINTMENT(S)

DISCUSSION

AND

POSSIBLE

RECOMMENDATION
Discuss vacancies to the Community Center Advisory Committee (CCAC) and the
Environmental Programs Committee (EPC) and make possible appointment(s).
BACKGROUND
Civic Center Advisory Committee
The CCAC is made up of nine (9) members consisting of up to seven residents and two members
of the City Council as Council liaisons. A vacancy arose due to the passing of Phil Lively last
month. The CCAC charter allows for “up to seven” members to serve on the Committee. The
Council is not required to appoint another member to replace Phil Lively.
Staff would like to encourage a discussion about the challenges of bringing a new committee
member up to speed and of adding a new personality to a well-functioning committee. If the
Council is keen on filling the vacancy, staff suggests that Council consider adding an appointee
from the Audit/Finance Committee to provide a finance background to the project. The CCAC
already has a member of the Planning Commission in Paul Tonelli. The Town advertised the
vacancy earlier this month and received one formal application from Gary Dillabough. Mr.
Dillabough was recently appointed to the Audit/Finance Committee.
The Council could also choose not to appoint another member to the Committee. It is anticipated
that the work of the Committee will diminish as the project moves through the Schematic Design
phase to Design Development and Construction Documents phases.
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Environmental Programs Committee
Earlier this month, a member of the Environmental Programs Committee (EPC) (Wen Yu)
resigned his position with the committee. No reason was given. The EPC is made up of six (6)
members consisting of a minimum of five residents and one City Council liaison. Mr. Yu’s
departure leaves the EPC with four (4) voting members. The Council can choose to fill the
vacancy by appointing one of the members who applied for the EPC during annual recruitment
who was not selected at last month’s meeting or choose to continue to advertise for the vacancy.
Applicants for EPC
•
•
•

Holly Joseph
Matt McWright
Denise Kupperman

If Council wishes to appoint from the list above, staff recommends the following voting
procedures.
•

Official ballots will be provided to Council at the meeting.

•

Each Council Member will be asked to choose the applicant by marking a check next to
the applicant’s name.

The applicant with the most votes will be appointed to the Environmental Programs Committee.
POLICY FOCUS
There are no significant policy issues related to this item.
FISCAL IMPACT
None.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being listed, at
least 72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically. Information about the item is also
disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton Online. There are
approximately 1,200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash publications. Subscribers
include residents as well as stakeholders – to include, but be not limited to, media outlets, school
districts, Menlo Park Fire Protection District, service provides (water, power, and sewer), and
regional elected officials.
ATTACHMENTS
Applications

Name: Gary Dillabough
Email Address: gary@westlygroup.com
Commission/Committee of Interest: Civic Center Advisory Committee (CACC)
Education: BS Civil Engineering, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and
committees.
1. New member of Atherton's Finance and Audit committee
2. Board Member LPCH Foundation
3. Board Member Cal Poly, SLO – Foundation
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are
applying for and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these
responsibilities?
I have helped build and design 3 Net Zero buildings in the last 2 years in Sunnyvale. My focus for these
buildings has been to create environments where occupants will be healthier and more productive. My
understanding is that the committee is aiming to build a sustainable and healthier new town center. I also
work with numerous members from Google's real estate group - they have insights that the town should
leverage to develop a world class facility.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?
I feel that the towns employees and residents deserve an exceptional town center. My past experience
should be beneficial to the team.
Additional Information you would like to add?
None

Name: Denise Kupperman
Address:
Phone Number:
Email Address:
Commission/Committee of Interest: Environmental Programs Committee
Education: Masters, Landscape Architecture, College of Environmental Design, University of California,
Berkeley
Bachelor of Science, Business Administration, Menlo College
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
Atherton Tree Committee
Atherton Environmental Programs Committee
Atherton library Committee
Redwood High School Site Council
Holbrook-Palmer Park Foundation, Board
San Mateo and San Francisco Counties Master Gardeners
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: Members of the
Environmental Programs Committee serve at the pleasure of the City Council and study issues pertaining to the
town's environment as directed by the City Council and town staff and make recommendations to the City
Council on town programs related to protecting the town's environment. In addition the Committee may make
recommendations on how to communicate and educate our community on town and or state environmental
mandates and ways to improve and preserve our environment.
My professional and education background in the field of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning,
along with a long held passion to preserve, conserve and enhance our environment makes me uniquely qualified
to serve on the committee. Having served a current term on the Environmental Programs Committee I am
familiar with the committees work, processes and the Brown Act.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: I would
like continue the committee's current work and hope to work closely with staff and committee members on
providing educational opportunities and provide information to residents on environmental issues, such as how
to positively deal with the drought and conserve resources.
Additional Information you would like to add?: I am interested in working with fellow residents, the City
Council and town staff to develop the town's potential to serve as a community leader demonstrating
environmental conservation and preservation.
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Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: Once I
transitioned from corporate work to working in a school setting, I gained the benefit of time and have looked to
use my "discretionary hours" in more altruistic endeavors (for example, I am a board member of the bay area
chapter of the Positive Coaching Alliance). My priority at this point is to find an outlet that will allow me to
positively impact my more immediate community, my own neighborhood. I am excited at the thought of what I
stand to learn about Atherton--its history, its operations, its residents--where I have lived now for over a decade.
Additional Information you would like to add?: As my school day ends at 3pm, 4pm meetings will be easily
attended. As likely with most folks involved in Atherton committee work, my family and I do travel when we
can, so the odd schedule conflict could arise here and there, though this would be less likely during the school
year.
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