Item No. 13
Town of Atherton

CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – CONSENT AGENDA
TO:

HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER

THROUGH:

MICHAEL KASHIWAGI
COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

FROM:

GORDON SIEBERT, CITY ENGINEER

DATE:

JULY 15, 2015

SUBJECT:

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE SAN MATEO COUNTY PUBLIC
WORKS MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt the attached Resolution No. 15-xx authorizing the adoption of the San Mateo Public
Works Mutual Aid Agreement.
BACKGROUND
The heavy winter storms of late 2012 and early 2013 affected Atherton and several other
communities with one of the most significant impacts being severe flooding in the nearby city of
East Palo Alto. During the storm event response, the San Mateo County Office of Emergency
Services (OES) encountered significant difficulties in obtaining public works mutual aid
assistance for the beleaguered cities.
In February 2013, OES staff requested that the City/County Engineers’ Association of San
Mateo County (CCEA) assist in solving the issue. Utilizing a model agreement as a template, the
CCEA, with input from two City Attorneys and OES staff drafted an agreement for San Mateo
cities. The concept was presented to the San Mateo City/County Managers at one of their
regularly scheduled meetings, and was presented twice to the Emergency Services Council of the
San Mateo County Operational Area Emergency Services Organization. Both organizations
recommend approval countywide.
A final draft of the proposed new agreement was routed to all Public Works Directors in late
2014. The final document was reviewed by County Counsel and forwarded to all City Attorneys
for their review.
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There was a historical public works mutual aid agreement in 1994, but that agreement was not
formally adopted.
ANALYSIS
The purpose of this agreement is to provide an organized means of providing and paying for
mutual aid to neighboring cities during a disaster. In many ways, this provision of aid is similar
to what already exists for police and fire services (with an exception being that Public Works Aid
is not proposed as automatic). The language of the Agreement and its accompanying Procedures
Guide specifically envisions establishing a “zone” concept of aid that mirrors existing and
developing zones in police and fire mutual aid.
There is no requirement for any municipal entity in San Mateo County to enter into this
agreement. At this point, most communities have the agreement slated for approval by their
governing bodies. An update of adoption will be presented to City Council at the July meeting.
POLICY FOCUS
The City Council will be asked whether it wants to participate with other cities, despite its
current contract with a private company that can provide additional resources to Atherton in an
emergency, under the existing MCE agreement.
FISCAL IMPACT
The Agreement requires that the “Requesting Party” reimburse the “Assisting Party” for all of its
costs of providing assistance within sixty days. The advantage provided to the “Requesting
Party” by the Agreement is that pre-existing arrangements for the provision of services are often
necessary to promptly obtain reimbursement from state (i.e., California Disaster Assistance Act)
or federal (i.e., Federal Emergency Management Agency) funds.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being listed, at
least 72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically. Information about the project is
also disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and Atherton Online. There are
approximately 1,200 subscribers to the Town’s electronic News Flash publications. Subscribers
include residents as well as stakeholders – to include, but be not limited to, media outlets, school
districts, Menlo Park Fire District, service provides (water, power, and sewer), and regional
elected officials.
ATTACHMENTS
•
•
•
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Page 2 of 2

RESOLUTION NO. 15-xx
A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF ATHERTON
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A PUBLIC WORKS MUTUAL AID
AGREEMENT
WHEREAS, the County of San Mateo and the cities in San Mateo County have
expressed a mutual interest in the establishment of a plan to encourage public works mutual aid
agreements; and
WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that it would be in the Town’s best
interest to participate in a Public Works Mutual Aid Agreement; and
WHEREAS, Section 8630 et seq. of the State of California Government Code grants
local agencies full power to provide mutual aid pursuant to established agreements; and
WHEREAS, a form of agreement for public works mutual aid has been presented to
this Council and considered;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the Town of
Atherton as follows:
1.
The May 29, 2015 County of San Mateo Public Works Mutual Aid Agreement is hereby
adopted.
2.
The City Manager is hereby authorized to execute the Agreement.
* * * *
PASSED AND ADOPTED at a regular meeting of the City Council of the Town of
Atherton held on the ___ day of __________, 2015, by the following vote:
AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:
__________________________________
Rick DeGolia, Mayor
ATTEST:

__________________________________
Theresa Della Santa, City Clerk
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