Item No. 17
Town of Atherton

CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT – REGULAR AGENDA
TO:

HONORABLE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL
GEORGE RODERICKS, CITY MANAGER

FROM:

THERESA DELLASANTA, ASSISTANT TO THE CITY
MANAGER/CITY CLERK

DATE:

JUNE 17, 2015

SUBJECT:

COMMITTEE AND COMMISSION
POSSIBLE INTERVIEWS

APPOINTMENTS

&

RECOMMENDATION
Consider appointments to the Audit/Finance Committee, Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory
Committee, Environmental Programs Committee, Park & Recreation Committee, and Planning
Commission.
BACKGROUND
The City Council has a number of Committee and/or Commission appointments for their
consideration. Terms on these committees vary based on the specific committee. Resolution 1510 Governing Committees and Commissions defines the committee sizes, terms, term limits, and
appointment guidelines.
This evening the Council is considering appointments or reappointments to the Audit/Finance
Committee, Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee, Environmental Programs, Park &
Recreation Committee, and Planning Commission.
ANALYSIS
Tonight’s Appointments
The Audit Finance Committee consists of a maximum of five (5) appointed resident members
and two City Council liaisons. Two of those appointees will term out on June 30.
There are two (2) positions eligible for appointment and two (2) applicants. Both applicants are
new candidates. It should be noted that former Audit/Finance Committee member Greg Conlon
applied for a position on the committee. Mr. Conlon was notified that the rules governing
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committees provide that appointed committee members shall serve no more than two full
consecutive terms on the committee to which they are appointed. A member may be reappointed
to the committee following a minimum two (2) year hiatus. However, if a seat is vacant and no
one applies, City Council may grant an exemption. Because the Town received two other
applications the rules disqualify Mr. Conlon from re-applying until next year when he has met
the required two year hiatus.
Below is a list of the applicants for vacancies on the Audit/Finance Committee:
•
•

Gary Dillabough
Kenneth Hasuman

For the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee, there are five (5) positions eligible for
appointment and five (5) applicants. All applicants are new candidates. At least three (3)
members of the Committee must meet the requirements of the Metropolitan Transportation
Committee and live or work in the Town of Atherton. The Town has verified that at least three
member do in fact live in Atherton.
Below is a list of the applicants for the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee:
•
•
•
•
•

John Langbein (Redwood City resident)
John Lillie (Residence undetermined)
Marylue Timpson (Atherton resident)
Michael Greenberg (Atherton resident)
Peter Buhl (Atherton resident)

Further, the Bicycle Pedestrian Committee consists of one (1) Council Member liaison. It is
appropriate for the Mayor to select a Council Member to serve as the liaison.
The Environmental Programs Committee consists of a minimum of six (6) members including
one (1) Council Member liaison and five (5) residents of the Town. There are three (3) positions
eligible for appointment and six (6) applicants. All applicants are new candidates.
Below is a list of the applicants for vacancies on the Environmental Programs Committee:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Holly Joseph
Janet Larson
Jasenka Rakas
Matt McWrigth
Valerie Gardner
Denise Kupperman

The Park & Recreation Commission consists of seven (7) appointed members and one (1)
Council Member liaison. There are three (3) positions eligible for appointment and three (3)
applicants. All applicants are new candidates. Applicant John Davey originally applied for the
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Planning Commission. He later sent an email indicating that he would rather the Council
consider his application for the Park & Recreation Committee.
It should be noted that current Park & Recreation Committee member Marylue Timpson applied
for a position on the committee. Ms. Timpson was notified that the rules governing committees
provide that appointed committee members shall serve no more than two full consecutive terms
on the committee to which they are appointed. A member may be reappointed to the committee
following a minimum two (2) year hiatus. However, if a seat is vacant and no one applies, City
Council may grant an exemption. Because the Town received three other applications the rules
disqualify Ms. Timpson from re-applying until 2017 when she has met the required two year
hiatus.
Below is a list of the applicants for vacancies on the Park & Recreation Commission:
•
•
•

Perry Narancic
John Davey
Denise Kupperman

The Planning Commission consists of five (5) resident members. There are two (2) positions
eligible for appointment and eight (8) applicants. All applicants are new candidates.
Below is a list of the applicants for vacancies on the Planning Commission:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

JoAnn Byrne Sockolov
Kristin Klint
Lori Bouret
Michael Greenberg
Nancy Lerner
Randy Lamb
Sandra Ferrando
Denise Kupperman

Appointment Procedures
1) Staff recommends the Council make a motion to appoint or re-appoint as follows:
a. Appoint Gary Dillabough and Kenneth Hausman to the Audit/Finance Committee;
b. Appoint John Langbein, John Lillie, Marylue Timpson, Michael Greenberg, and Peter
Buhl to the Bicycle Pedestrian Advisory Committee;
c. Mayor to Appoint a Council Member to the Bicycle Pedestrian Committee; and
d. Appoint Perry Narancic, John Davey and Denise Kupperman to the Park &
Recreation Committee.
2) For the Planning Commission and the Environmental Programs Committee, where there are
more candidates than vacancies, staff recommends the following voting procedures:

2015 Committee Appointments
June 17, 2015
Page 4 of 4

•

Official ballots will be provided to Council at the meeting. (Attached is a sample ballot).

•

Each Council Member will be asked to choose the appropriate number of applicants
(equal to the number of vacancies) by marking a check next to the applicant’s name.

•

If a candidate secures at least 3 votes they have secured enough votes and are deemed
selected for appointment to the Committee.

If successive rounds of voting are necessary the same rules will apply until Council reaches
consensus on an appointee.
Additional rounds of voting may be conducted to determine a tie vote.
POLICY FOCUS
There are no significant policy issues related to this item. The Council is not obligated to appoint
any of the candidates to any of the positions and may choose to extend the candidate recruitment
process as it deems necessary.
FISCAL IMPACT
None.
PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notification was achieved by posting the agenda, with this agenda item being listed, at
least 72 hours prior to the meeting in print and electronically. Information about the committee
and commission vacancies was also disseminated via the Town’s electronic News Flash and
Atherton Online between March and June. There are approximately 1,300 subscribers to the
Town’s electronic News Flash publications. Subscribers include residents as well as stakeholders
– to include, but be not limited to, media outlets, school districts, Menlo Park Fire District,
service provides (water, power, and sewer), and regional elected officials.
ATTACHMENTS
Applications for Audit/Finance Committee, Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee,
Environmental Programs, Park & Recreation Committee, and Planning Commission
Resolution Governing Commission and Committees

Education: BS in Civil Engineering, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
Foundation Board Member: Lucille Packard Children's Hospital
Foundation Board Member: Cal Poly SLO
Little League Commissioner
Coached numerous soccer, baseball and basketball teams
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: Finance
Committee - oversight of the City's budget. I have been in venture capital for the last 7 years helping companies
manage their finances. I have held board of director positions on 10 companies. As a board member you are
involved budget oversight.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: I have
been extremely impressed with the positive strides that the city has taken over the last few years and I feel as if
it is my time to get involved and help in any way that I can.
Keeping the City in a strong financial position will give it options to begin creating the type of infrastructure
and services that we all believe that the city should provide.
Additional Information you would like to add?: None

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 5/17/2015 2:16:12 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 76.21.114.215
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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Name: Kenneth Hausman
Address:
Phone Number:
Email Address:
Commission/Committee of Interest: Finance Committee
Education: Stanford: AB Economics (1973-1978)
UCLA: MBA (1978-1980)
Northwestern School of Law (1980-1981)
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
I am a past President of the Churchill Club and am a former TiE Charter member. Formerly, I was on the Board
of Governors of The Commonwealth Club and the Asia America MultiTechnology Association (AAMA).
Founding member of Stanford's Business Speaker Bureau and founding advisor for UCLA's Wireless Internet
for Mobile Enterprise Consortium.
Currently serve on the Board of Directors of the Director's Ski Classic Invitational, raising funds for the US
Olympic Ski Team.
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: I have widerange of experiences in finance. I've been very active in venture investment and strategic consulting. I am
Managing Director of Hausman Ventures, an investment and innovation consulting corporation.
At this investment firm, we focus on accelerating innovation and growth of technology and media companies,
through strategic consulting, high value networking and direct investing. Corporate clients have included Intel,
NASDAQ, Technicolor, and Silicon Valley Bank.
I was a venture partner with Greenspring Associates as well as a Managing Director of Osprey Ventures and am
a Managing Partner of Mirador Capital. I've also worked with the NASDAQ Stock Market and served on their
President's Advisory Board, as a founding member.
I've also collaborated with venture capital companies including Sutter Hill and have helped early stage
companies grow and promote their ideas and products. With this knowledge, I can help aid Atherton city
matters regarding budget, spending and make valuable financial recommendations.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: I'd like to
serve on this Commission to use my experience and expertise to aid the financial affairs in Atherton. Having
lived in Atherton most of my life, I am interested in supporting the community.
Additional Information you would like to add?: None

Additional Information:
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Form submitted on: 6/5/2015 7:26:35 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 98.234.49.103
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://ca-atherton.civicplus.com/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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Education: BEE -- Ga Tech 1972
Phd -- Geophysics; U. Wash 1979
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
I have been very active in bicycle advocacy for more than 20 years, including several years on the County's
Bikeway Advisory Committee before it was absorbed as the C/CAG BPAC. I was chair for one year. One of my
accomplishments was to obtain funding and to facilitate the compilation of the first County Bikeways map.
There have been two more editions to this map and I expect that it will become digital in the future. I continue
to be active in bicycle advocacy primarily through the Silicon Valley Bicycle Coalition (SVBC), including
being a member of the Peninsula Team and the Policy Committee. More locally, I've been active with an adhoc, working group of other cyclists and pedestrians providing advice to Redwood City's staff. That ad-hoc
group is dissolving in favor of a formal “Complete Streets Committee”.
I am active in the Sierra Club primarily through its Ski Touring Section. Last winter, I organized and taught
participants snow camping (on limited snow). I've lead numerous, multi-day ski tours.
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: As a potential
member of the BPAC, I would provide advice and suggestions to City Staff and the Council about
enhancements to the walking and bicycling infrastructure and to safety. I bring my nearly 50 years of active
cycling experience which allows me to judge various projects through the eyes of the user. As a scientist and
engineer, I bring experience in understanding the details of various potential designs for infrastructure.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: It is my
desire to work with City Staff to make incremental improvements to cycling and walking with the hope that
cyclists and pedestrians will feel safer, and a few more folks will consider transit modes other than the car.
Given that the existing infrastructure that has been built over the past 80 years is focused primarily on the
automobile, it is now a challenge to make improvements to assist others who choose to get somewhere without
an automobile. Even more challenging is the apparent lack of money needed to make real changes in our
infrastructure. It is only when significant resources are devoted towards improving the cycling and walking
infrastructure and safety that more people will try walking and/or cycling, perhaps to work, school, or mass
transit. Nonetheless, even with incremental improvements, that should encourage some to favor cycling and/or
walking as a way of getting around locally.
Additional Information you would like to add?: Although I don't live in Atherton, I live adjacent to Atherton in
Redwood City in the area between Woodside Rd and Selby Lane School. I ride my bike daily from my work at
US Geological Survey through Atherton in the evening using Valparaiso, Elena, and Selby Lane and through
the Selby Lane schoolyard. I also sometimes cycle this route on my way to work too, and then experience the
morning congestion around Selby Lane, Sacred Heart, and Menlo schools. I also ride the Middlefield
connection from USGS to downtown Redwood City for occasional business and then often encounter the
congestion around Menlo-Atherton School. Finally, I sometimes recreationally walk around some of the
residential streets centered on Austin.
For my regular bike commute route through Atherton, I find the facilities to be adequate, but I am an
experienced rider and I can tolerate lane sharing with motor vehicles if they are paying attention to me. The
biggest challenge is Atherton Avenue where motor vehicles tend to travel faster than the posted 30 mph speed
limit (I think it is 30; Selby is 25 mph). Bike lanes could help, but there might be limits to the City's right-ofway to widen the road to accommodate the bike lanes. Sharrows could assist with informing motorists of
cyclists' right-of-way on roads with slower speed limits. Traffic enforcement, both for speed and of the new
“three foot” law could send a message to motorists that they need to be cautious while behind the wheel.
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I have been following the issue of accommodation of cyclists on El Camino (ECR) both in Atherton and Menlo
Park. Yes, there should be bike lanes on ECR, not only in Menlo Park and Atherton, but they should extend the
full length of ECR – this is a long-term goal for both me and the SVBC. For my own day to day activities, I
don't use ECR because it doesn't provide a direct route, but for others ECR does form a direct route. I do cross
ECR, however, and that is daunting where there is no stoplight. ECR is currently being used by cyclists and
they should have safe accommodations.
Perhaps the biggest challenge for Atherton is the accommodation of pedestrians. There are no sidewalks.
Although many of the roads have wide parking strips which can accommodate walking, there are times and
places where the strips aren't suitable or just not available. I know that during inclement weather, these strips
can be muddy forcing the pedestrian to walk in the road. And, at night, especially where there are no parking
strips, it can be dangerous especially for those who don't walk with a light. (As a nighttime bike commuter, I
have had several near misses with unlit pedestrians and I'm using a powerful headlight on my bike.) The
challenge is to accommodate pedestrians but attempt to maintain Atherton's ambiance.

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 5/17/2015 7:31:01 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 107.130.98.100
Referrer Page: http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/index.aspx?nid=138
Form Address: http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: Recommends
implementation of new bicycle and pedestrian paths in Atherton. I have run the streets of Atherton for over 25
years. Senior manager of a number of Bay Area companies.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: With
significantly increased traffic over the years, residents walking or biking need more safe conditions.
Additional Information you would like to add?: No

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 5/10/2015 4:58:54 AM
Submitted from IP Address: 71.131.179.107
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://ca-atherton.civicplus.com/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
I have taught a computer course as a volunteer in the Redwood City Schools. I have taught business at UCSC. I
have been active in professional organizations prior to my retirement. I currently volunteer at Stanford
Children's Hospital as a tutor. My wife has been an active volunteer for 30 years.
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: The Planning
Commission serves to interpret and enforce the rules and regulation as stated in the municipal codes specifically
around building and development. The Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee would help the city develop a bicycle
and pedestrian friendly enviroment
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: I would
like to volunteer my time and experience in a way that would benefit my community.
Additional Information you would like to add?: I have lived in the town for 16 years.

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 6/8/2015 5:43:28 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 76.21.118.56
Referrer Page: http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=280
Form Address: http://ca-atherton.civicplus.com/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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Commission/Committee of Interest: Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee
Education: BS - UC Berkeley, 1986
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
Support local groups via Beeline Bikes: Canary Challenge 2014, Hillview Middle School Mini Course 2014,
Encinal Schoo 2013, Terman & Jordan Middle School Bike Orientation Day 2014, Are You In Run 2014,
Proclamation from the Menlo Park City Council for participation in Family Fitness Extravaganza 2014, Support
Unity ride and Boys and Girls Club
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: Advice and
recommendations on bike and pedestrian infrastructure and recommendations bicycle and pedestrian projects
for state and federal funding. Promoting bicycling and walking.

Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: Very
interested in seeing more safe, accessible bike and pedestrian routes through town and promoting a healthy
lifestyle.
Additional Information you would like to add?: In my capacity at Beeline I have unique insights on cycling
participation and the issues/concerns of many potential local residents. Personal experience as a frequent rider
through Atherton to Menlo Park with my kids.

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 6/3/2015 6:46:32 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 50.240.203.245
Referrer Page: http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/index.aspx?NID=138
Form Address: http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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Name: Denise Kupperman
Address:
Phone Number:
Email Address:
Commission/Committee of Interest: Environmental Programs Committee
Education: Masters, Landscape Architecture, College of Environmental Design, University of California,
Berkeley
Bachelor of Science, Business Administration, Menlo College
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
Atherton Tree Committee
Atherton Environmental Programs Committee
Atherton library Committee
Redwood High School Site Council
Holbrook-Palmer Park Foundation, Board
San Mateo and San Francisco Counties Master Gardeners
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: Members of the
Environmental Programs Committee serve at the pleasure of the City Council and study issues pertaining to the
town's environment as directed by the City Council and town staff and make recommendations to the City
Council on town programs related to protecting the town's environment. In addition the Committee may make
recommendations on how to communicate and educate our community on town and or state environmental
mandates and ways to improve and preserve our environment.
My professional and education background in the field of Landscape Architecture and Environmental Planning,
along with a long held passion to preserve, conserve and enhance our environment makes me uniquely qualified
to serve on the committee. Having served a current term on the Environmental Programs Committee I am
familiar with the committees work, processes and the Brown Act.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: I would
like continue the committee's current work and hope to work closely with staff and committee members on
providing educational opportunities and provide information to residents on environmental issues, such as how
to positively deal with the drought and conserve resources.
Additional Information you would like to add?: I am interested in working with fellow residents, the City
Council and town staff to develop the town's potential to serve as a community leader demonstrating
environmental conservation and preservation.

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 6/9/2015 10:37:51 AM
Submitted from IP Address: 107.215.253.69
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Address:
Phone Number:
Email Address:
Commission/Committee of Interest: Environmental Programs Committee
Education: Postdoctoral, UC Berkeley
Ph.D., MS
(Civil and Environmental Engineering
BS, Air Transport Engineering
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
My list of community activities is long:
-- fund raising for music talents
-- UC Berkeley community outreach, etc
for a more detailed list see (memberships, affiliations, services):
http://www.ce.berkeley.edu/~rakas/AboutMe.html
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: My involvement
in the Environmental Programs Committee will enable me to apply some of the best practices and issues that I
also research at UC Berkeley: adaptation to climate change (
http://pressamp.trb.org/aminteractiveprogram/EventDetails.aspx?ID=31958 ), AB 32 compliance, community
engagement in sustainability programs, noise mitigation (such as the impact of the FAA NextGen Continuous
Descent Approaches for Aircraft at SFO airport), drought/flood mitigation and preparedness, etc.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: I have
met the Chair of the committee, Denise Kupperman, several times through the Friends of Holbrook Park
meetings and learned about some activities. As a UC Berkeley scholar and educator, I am especially motivated
to further apply my academic work into something more practical so that our community further benefit.
Specifically, I can focus on: 1) making sure Atherton is reducing its CO2 emissions according to AB 32
2) drought mitigation measures and sustainable methods for water consumption
3) minimize human pollution
Additional Information you would like to add?: I would like to share some of my activities in the environmental
domain with you:
http://airportdesign.berkeley.edu/research/environment-sustainability-and-energy
(this paper addresses a problem of locating waste while minimizing pollution to local communities)
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1361920903000865
It is wonderful to be a citizen of Atherton. It will be, however, an honor to serve on its Environmental Programs
Committee.

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 6/8/2015 5:39:27 PM
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Submitted from IP Address: 98.207.157.9
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://ca-atherton.civicplus.com/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: Once I
transitioned from corporate work to working in a school setting, I gained the benefit of time and have looked to
use my "discretionary hours" in more altruistic endeavors (for example, I am a board member of the bay area
chapter of the Positive Coaching Alliance). My priority at this point is to find an outlet that will allow me to
positively impact my more immediate community, my own neighborhood. I am excited at the thought of what I
stand to learn about Atherton--its history, its operations, its residents--where I have lived now for over a decade.
Additional Information you would like to add?: As my school day ends at 3pm, 4pm meetings will be easily
attended. As likely with most folks involved in Atherton committee work, my family and I do travel when we
can, so the odd schedule conflict could arise here and there, though this would be less likely during the school
year.

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 5/7/2015 8:56:22 AM
Submitted from IP Address: 12.176.148.34
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://ca-atherton.civicplus.com/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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The following form was submitted via your website: Application for Town Committee/Commission
Name: Denise
Address: Kupperman
Phone Number:
Email Address:
Commission/Committee of Interest: Park and Recreation Committee
Education: Masters, Landscape Architecture, College of Environmental Design, University of California,
Berkeley
Bachelor of Science, Business Administration, Menlo College
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
Atherton Tree Committee
Atherton Environmental Programs Committee
Atherton Library Committee
Redwood High School Site Council
Holbrook-Palmer Park Foundation, Board
San Mateo and San Francisco Counties Master Gardeners
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: Members of the
Parks and Recreation Committee serve at the pleasure of the City Council. The responsibilities of the Park and
Recreation Committee is to make recommendations to the City Council on proposed uses, maintenance and
enhancements to the town's parks and recreational opportunities. In the addition, the Committee may at the
direction of City Council study, in collaboration with staff, park and recreation issues and provide
recommendations on conducted studies to the City Council. As with all town commissions and committees, the
Park and Recreation Committee members are responsible for following the Brown Act.
I have a keen interest and understanding of the community benefits of beautiful and sustainable public outdoor
spaces. My professional and educational experience in the field of Landscape Architecture and Environmental
Design, along with my volunteer involvements provide me the skills to be a knowledgable contributing member
of the committee.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: Our park
and open spaces are special to me and our community and I would like to further my long time involvement
with our park. I hope to share my professional expertise on landscape and park development, recreational uses
and horticulture with the committee and learn how preserve and enhance our park for our town's future.
Additional Information you would like to add?: I have been a serving member on the Holbrook-Palmer Park
Foundation and Friends of Holbrook-Palmer Park, (fka Atherton Dames) for a number of years and have been
very active in funding raising to fund park improvements for over a decade. In addition, I worked with the
community, staff, City Council and other landscape professionals on the 2005 Holbrook-Palmer Park
Landscape Master Plan.
2

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 6/9/2015 11:10:04 AM
Submitted from IP Address: 107.215.253.69
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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Commission/Committee of Interest: Planning Commission
Education: BA Sociology
University of Redlands,
Redlands, CA
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
Ex-President of Committee for Green Foothills,
Past Chairman Parks and Recreation Commission for Town of Atherton,
President Atherton Civic Interest league
Past Board Member Service League of San Mateo County
Sierra Club, Nature Conservancy, Save the Bay, Trout Unlimited & California Trout
Volunteer at Palo Alto Veterans Hospital and former volunteer at Maple Street Homeless Shelter, Redwood
City
Member Peninsula Convenient Church, Redwood City
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: A Planning
commission member is responsible for having a working knowledge and familiarity with the Building codes
and requirements for the Town of Atherton and the County of San Mateo. Attendance at the planning
commission meeting is required.
My:
- 3 term work on Atherton Parks and Recreation, - designing, remodeling and owning over 8 single family
residences and,
- 38 years of work experience in the sales and marketing of high technology products,
qualifies me for this position.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: I would
like to give back and be of service to the Town of Atherton and help preserve the character and spacious
atmosphere of the Town.
Additional Information you would like to add?: I am a 29 year resident of Atherton. This is my second
application for this position.

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 5/15/2015 4:26:56 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 104.7.64.54
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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Phone Number:
Email Address:
Commission/Committee of Interest: Park and Recreation
Education: B.A.; LL.B, B.C.L., LL.M.
(Intellectual Property attorney)
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
Past Board Member, St. Michael Orthodox Church, Saratoga, CA; numerous lawyer professional organizations.
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: My
understanding is that the 5-year Master Plan has been adopted, and that future work of the Commission will
include implementation and oversight of this Plan and related items. Other responsibilities include management
and consensus -building on continued beautification of Holbrook-Palmer park, as well as increasing the scope
and number of our recreational activities. I think my professional experience as a lawyer may assist in helping
the Commission with any legal issues. I also regard myself as a consensus-builder attuned to the needs and
views of other stakeholders, which is always helpful in any public role.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: I recently
moved to Atherton, and would like to contribute to the wonderful and unique environment that our town offers.
I have young children, and one the things that we most enjoy about our town is our spectacular park. It builds a
sense home, community and pride. I'd like to be part of that.
Additional Information you would like to add?: I have spoken to my neighbor (and current Chair) Bob Roeser
about his experiences - and he has spoken very positively of the Commission. It is good to know that the
Commission is effective, and that others recognize the contribution that the Commission makes to our town.

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 6/8/2015 4:49:36 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 98.207.157.9
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://ca-atherton.civicplus.com/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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Graduate of Redwood City-San Mateo County Leadership Program

List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
I have always taken an active interest in the welfare of my local community as well as neighboring communities
and have put that civic-mindedness to work in a variety of roles. My current and previous civic affiliations and
community activities include:
- Sought appointment to the Atherton Town Council in 2013
-San Mateo County Board of Education, Candidate for Elected Board Member representing District 7
- San Mateo County Board of Education, Loma Mar Property Site Advisory Committee Member
- Peninsula Conflict Resolution Center, Board Member
- Redwood City-San Mateo County Chamber of Commerce, Education and Leadership Program Committees
- Redwood City Education Foundation, Board President
- San Mateo Adult School, Advisory Committee
- Family Connections, Advisory Board Member
- Peninsula Sunrise Rotary Club, President
- Salvation Army East Palo Alto Community Service Center, Committee Member

Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: In its larger
sense, the Planning Commission has the responsibility of balancing individual rights with the public welfare in
reviewing and evaluation of land use and development issues important to the wellbeing of the community in
both the short and long term. The Commission is an advisory group to the Town Council on such issues and
related policies and can play a vital role in community development in general.
In addition to having personal experience of our Town’s planning policies and processes as a resident who
designed and built a home here, my experience as a member of the Loma Mar Property Site Advisory
Commission provides me with a foundational understanding of some of the processes, duties, and
responsibilities related to those of a Planning Commission. The Advisory Commission was tasked with advising
the San Mateo County Board of Education in the development of policies and procedures related to the use or
disposition of 174 acre parcel of land in Loma Mar (near Pescadero in unincorporated San Mateo County). The
committee held a number of meetings, including public hearings, visited the property site, reviewed
environmental reports, and the like.
Throughout my 25 years of business experience in human resources and organization development management
and executive roles in the commercial financial and insurance services, medical device, and non-profit
industries and extensive community-based activities, I have acquired a strong track record of working
effectively in challenging and complex environments with people of diverse backgrounds and interests.
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This background will provide depth, perspective, and balance in all of the work I would do on the Planning
Commission.

Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: I believe
Atherton has excellent staff and Town Council is working in a very focused and dedicated way to encourage
open communication, inclusiveness of diverse perspectives, and increased community engagement. The Town
is moving in more positive and productive directions on many levels. It would be a privilege to have the
opportunity to be directly involved in the wonderful progress our Town is making by serving on the Planning
Commission. As well, I believe I would bring skills and attributes that would make a meaningful difference.
The Commission’s participation in decisions and the formulation of ideas that will help shape the physical,
social, and economic future of the community is extremely important. One of the most important things I would
like to accomplish as a Planning Commissioner is to help educate anyone coming before the Commission that
the process the Commission undertakes and the decisions it makes are directly related to ensuring that Atherton
is and remains a healthy and vibrant community. Community well being and vibrancy are enhanced not only by
our natural and built surroundings, but equally important, by our willingness and ability to communicate and
work with one another in ways that increase our sense of pride in and connectedness to our community.

Additional Information you would like to add?: Thank you for the opportunity!

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 5/14/2015 9:14:46 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 76.21.118.38
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://ca-atherton.civicplus.com/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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Education:
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
Las Lomitas Educational Board
Menlo School PTA Board
Menlo Atherton Little League- Softball Commissioner
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: I have lived in
Atherton for over 30 years and have seen the community grow in so many ways. My 30+ years as a Real Estate
professional and my personal residency affords me the knowledge and experience to see situations from many
sides.
I hope to help the city continue its growth and to still retain the character that residents love.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: I am
excited to contribute to the planning committee in any way that I can. I would like to strive to keep the integrity
of Atherton as well as promote positive growth.
Additional Information you would like to add?: My years serving as the Menlo Atherton Softball Commissioner
have been my most cherished memories. As a recent empty nester I would like to be more involved in the
community and devote my time to interests I believe in.

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 6/7/2015 10:30:42 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 73.170.33.70
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://ca-atherton.civicplus.com/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
I have taught a computer course as a volunteer in the Redwood City Schools. I have taught business at UCSC. I
have been active in professional organizations prior to my retirement. I currently volunteer at Stanford
Children's Hospital as a tutor. My wife has been an active volunteer for 30 years.
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: The Planning
Commission serves to interpret and enforce the rules and regulation as stated in the municipal codes specifically
around building and development. The Bicycle and Pedestrian Committee would help the city develop a bicycle
and pedestrian friendly enviroment
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: I would
like to volunteer my time and experience in a way that would benefit my community.
Additional Information you would like to add?: I have lived in the town for 16 years.

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 6/8/2015 5:43:28 PM
Submitted from IP Address: 76.21.118.56
Referrer Page: http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=280
Form Address: http://ca-atherton.civicplus.com/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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Phone Number:
Email Address:
Commission/Committee of Interest: Planning Commission
Education: Bachelor of Arts, UCSB, 1983
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
Atherton General Plan Committee
Atherton Audit Committee
Sacred Heart Schools Atherton Building and Grounds Committee
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: The Planning
Commission works with planning staff on interpretation and decision making relative to land use issues and
homeowner applications for the town. The Commission is a public body whose deliberations are in the public
realm and part of the public civic process.
I have been involved in over 8 million square feet of successful office entitlement work in Silicon Valley, have
entitled and developed over 800,000 square feet of office and industrial buildings, have built two multi family
condominium projects with a combined 88 condominium units, and have developed over 20 homes from the
ground up. My extensive land use background would be an asset to the town.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: Having
served on the GP and Audit Committees for the town, I have been interested in serving on the Planning
Commission given my extensive background in land use entitlements, residential and commercial development
and as a real estate investor. I have always enjoyed public service and believe strongly in being involved in
decision making on civic matters. My personal goals are to be an active participant in the public process and
make decisions which support Atherton's General Plan.
Additional Information you would like to add?: Nothing more.

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 5/15/2015 10:53:32 AM
Submitted from IP Address: 76.21.112.221
Referrer Page: No Referrer - Direct Link
Form Address: http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/Forms.aspx?FID=90
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Education: San Francisco State.
California College of Arts and Crafts ~
List your civic affiliations and community activities, including service on other commissions and committees?:
Holbrook Palmer Park Board of Directors.
Atherton Dames Past President. ( Friends of Holbrook Palmer Park. )
Atherton Civic Interest League.
Peninsula Volunteers ~44 years.
Sequoia Hospital Event Board.
Meals On wheels community Liaison to Peninsula Volunteers.
Describe your understanding of the responsibilities of the commission or committee that you are applying for
and how your personal, community or professional experience relate to these responsibilities?: I really have no
idea.
I do know i have lived in this Atherton Community for over 50 years and have some sage knowledge of this
town.
Describe why you want to serve on this commission and what you hope to accomplish as a member?: I feel i
can bring an emeritus unbiased opinion to the table.
Respecting the rules and insuring Atherton will continue in it's uniqueness.
a guardian of the towns Principals.
of the rules is an awesome responsibility.
Additional Information you would like to add?: I think perhaps i would like to do a personal question and
answers appointment so we are all comfortable with one another.

Additional Information:
Form submitted on: 4/24/2015 11:23:15 AM
Submitted from IP Address: 76.21.114.104
Referrer Page: http://www.ci.atherton.ca.us/civicalerts.aspx?AID=115
Form Address: http://ca-atherton.civicplus.com/Forms.aspx?FID=90

2

