Town of Atherton

Thursday, July 28, 2022

MONTHLY MATTERS
George Rodericks | City Manager | grodericks@ci.atherton.ca.us

National
Night Out
Tuesday,
August 2

COVID Status
Town Meetings - Hybrid
Masks - Optional Indoors

September 2022
Agenda Topics
Study Session - Sept 7 (@4)
Regular Meeting - Sept 21 (@6)

Tentative Agenda Topics • Discussion of Priorities for
Housing Element Outreach
• Consideration of Creation of
City Council Standing
Committee to address
Housing and Construction
Priorities
• Reorganization of Public
Works Department Staf ng
• Continuation of Variance
Hearing for 23 Isabella
• Town Center Project Close
Out

On The Horizon
• City Council is DARK for the
month of August (no
scheduled meetings)
• Public Outreach and
Engagement to address
Feedback from HCD and
Priorities for the Housing
Element

National Night Out features music, food, children’s activities,
and much, much more! Come and meet the public safety
professionals that serve the community. Enjoy some FREE food.
Meet your neighbors. Learn about Emergency Preparedness from
the Atherton Disaster and Preparedness Team (ADAPT).
ADAPT is a volunteer-led organization that focuses on building a
resilient community. ADAPT helps educate, communicate with,
and aid fellow Atherton residents in preparing for major
emergencies and natural disasters. ADAPT hosts regular training
and disaster drills where residents can learn more about
developing emergency plans and improving their overall
readiness.
Come for the food, stay for the fun, meet some new people and
leave with more assurance and more con dence in your public
safety partners and your neighborhood preparedness!
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C

ome join us on Tuesday,
August 2 from 6 pm to
8 pm at Holbrook Palmer
Park (150 Watkins Avenue)
for a National Community
Building Campaign, also
known as National Night
Out, to promote public safety community partnerships.

Thursday, July 28, 2022

More Public Engagement
on Housing To Come

S

ubmission of the Housing
Element to the State for
review is the rst step in what
could be a long process. The
DRAFT Element tells the
Town’s unique story of land use
opportunities and emphasizes
that the most signi cant barrier
to the production of a ordable
housing in Atherton is the high
cost of land. Most large-scale
a ordable housing projects
receive some sort of subsidy
that allows the development to
pencil out for the developer.
But when you start with a much
higher cost of land, that subsidy,
if any, is not enough to make
that larger development
feasible. The Town believes that
a more distributed approach
using accessory dwelling units
(ADUs) will be more successful.
However, even though the Town
believes that a highly successful
ADU e ort can demonstrate
that the Town supports
a ordable housing, the State
may not agree.
So, the Town anticipates that
the State’s initial comments will
require the Town to back it up
or alter the approach. That may
require more public
engagement to work through
solutions. We anticipate starting
that engagement in late
September 2022.

Housing Element - Wrap Up

A

t the July 27 Special Meeting, the City Council reviewed the
nal modi cations to the Town’s initial DRAFT Housing
Element and authorized sta to submit the document to the
State’s Housing and Community Development Department for
initial review. The nal changes to the DRAFT Housing Element
emphasized the Town’s reliance on the production and rental of
accessory dwelling units throughout the community, lot splits
under Senate Bill 9, and the production of housing at schools for
faculty and teachers. Together, these e orts help the Town tell its
unique story to the State as the Town moves toward compliance
with the Regional Housing Needs Allocation mandate.
The public engagement process for the 2023-2031 Housing
Element began in 2020 after the Town received its housing
allocation mandate as part of the State’s process. While there was
public engagement throughout the process, the community input
intensi ed once a Draft Housing Element was produced and
distributed for public comment. Thoughtful and engaged
comments from the community helped the City Council shape
the changes to the DRAFT Housing Element before submission
to the State.
Once sta incorporates the changes from the July 27 meeting, the
initial submitted version of the DRAFT Housing Element will be
posted to the Town’s Housing Element Update website.
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