MINUTES
Town of Atherton
City Council
May 2, 2018
4:00 P.M.
Council Chambers
94 Ashfield Road
Atherton, California
Special Meeting

Mayor Wiest called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL
Council Members: Lewis, DeGolia, Lempres, Vice Mayor Widmer, Mayor Wiest
Vice Mayor Widmer was excused.
PUBLIC COMMENT – None.
STUDY SESSION AGENDA
1.

REVIEW AND FEEDBACK ON PROPOSED TEMPORARY ATHERTON
POLICE OFFICER HOUSING OPTIONS
Report: Public Works Director Robert Ovadia
Recommendation: Review, Discuss and Provide Feedback

Public Works Director Ovadia summarized his report.
Members of the Atherton Police Department spoke.
Sergeant Jeff Rickel described how often members of the Department used the Gilmore house.
Rickel said it works out well, particularly for officers who work a 12-hour shift and then have
court following shift. Rickel added that he probably would not have taken a job with the Atherton
Police Department if sleeping at the town-owned house was not an option. He has a three-hour
round-trip commute, and tries to arrive a half-hour early for his 12-hour shifts.
Rickel read a text message from Officer Christopher Greene. Officer Chris Greene said he lives
in Santa Cruz, and often took advantage of getting some sleep at the house after getting off work
at 7 a.m.
Sergeant Chris Vigil read letters from other members of the Department including Officers
MacDonald and Smiler and Dispatcher Miller.
Vigil noted that he chooses to commute home each day and is often feeling fatigued but that he
does use the house from time to time when he has court. Vigil noted that individuals wanting to
become police officers is diminishing and encouraged looking at this from a
recruitment/retention standpoint.
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Dispatcher Gutierrez discussed her commute and the difficulty with staying awake while driving.
Community Services Officer Johnson said that when she used the house it gave her and her
family a sense of security knowing she was staying somewhere safe.
Council Member DeGolia felt a responsibility to offer housing. He felt the costs far outweigh the
duty the Town has to make sure employees are safe and healthy. He supported hiring an architect
and develop an estimate for remodeling the main house. DeGolia questioned state law about the
use of guest houses in Atherton by police officers.
Council Member Lewis concurred with DeGolia. Lewis asked whether two units would even be
enough. She questioned whether reducing to 10-hour shifts would help. Lewis concluded that it
would be most cost effective to rent a house.
Council Member Lempres felt that having police officers in town when a disaster strikes would
be a great benefit to the Town. He felt backed into the decision and suggested exploring the use
of guest houses. Lempres concluded that the top priority for the Town continues to be the civic
center project but he did support looking into how we can provide housing to staff.
Mayor Wiest concurred with his colleagues. He felt some form of housing makes sense. Wiest
felt that offering housing to officers is a good retention tool. Wiest had concerns about officers
working 12-hour shifts and then waiting around for several hours after for court time.
There was discussion and questions to the POA about how often and how many members used
the Gilmore house.
Council requested that the POA do a systematic assessment on housing needs. Additionally staff
will explore legislative issues with guest houses and return to Council with renovation options of
the Main House by engaging a design professional and/or soliciting a design professional in the
community for pro-bono work, including an analysis of retrofitting the building with automatic
sprinklers.
2.

REVIEW OF THE FY 2018/19 SPECIAL REVENUE, INTERNAL SERVICE FUNDS
AND CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM
Report: City Manager George Rodericks
Recommendation: Review and Discuss Special Revenue, Internal Service Funds and
Capital Improvement Program (CIP) for FY 2018/19

Finance Director Robert Barron III presented to Council on the Town’s special revenue and
service funds. Barron discussed all other special revenue funds not dedicated to Capital Projects
and the Town Internal Service Funds
There was concern and discussion about the Workers Compensation Fund. Questions
surrounding how old and how many claims there are. Council Member Lempres asked if we are
in line with comparable cities.
Council Member DeGolia said it would be helpful to have an assessment that shows where
Atherton stands in line with other cities.
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Public Works Director Robert Ovadia discussed the Capital Improvement Program (CIP) budget.
He noted that the CIP does not appropriate funding. Funding is only appropriated for current
fiscal year as part of Annual Budget Adoption Process. The CIP is a Budget Planning Tool that
identifies funding needs over the next 5 years.
Resident Jim Massey asked what is being done about the flooding on El Camino at Selby and
Stockbridge. Rodericks noted that it is part of the drainage master plan and has longer term issues
associated with it.
There was discussion on the civic center project, bike/ped improvements, water capture facility
project and green infrastructure planning. There was further discussion about the park
improvement projects.
Council Member DeGolia felt the turnaround and the lighting in the park are very valuable. He
felt the amphitheater was unnecessary. There was clarification on the 5-year plan and what
elements of the park master plan were being funded when.
The CIP budget will return to Council in June.
ADJOURN
MOTION by DeGolia/Lewis to adjourn the meeting. Mayor Wiest adjourned the meeting at 5:46
p.m.
Respectfully Submitted,

Theresa N. DellaSanta
City Clerk
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